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This is our fifth year to present a "WHOOPING CRANE" Wood. 
Most of these have been in support of Coin Week North America. 


Last fall, Amber and I took the "Whooping Crane" boat excursion 

to see first hand the majesty and the beauty of the giant birds 

in their natural habitant. On occasions we were able to come 
within thirty feet of the "Whoopers" feeding in pairs in the 
marshy green shallows above Matagorda Island. The U.S. Government 
just recently turned over these Islands to the State of Texas for 
future supervision. The birds appear exactly as shown on this 
years woods and bird watchers come from all over the country to 
the Coastal Bend to see the endangered specie. 


The 1983 Coin Week Theme, "EXPLORING / OUR PROUD / HERITAGE", 
can easily be devided in thirds to identify one or all three 
supporting countries. 


In America, EXPLORING the west led to the miracle of agriculture 
and then the Industrial Revolution provided the U.s. with the 
opportunity for a leadership role in the world today. 


OUR PROUD neighbors to the south are fully aware of their strength 
in natural resources, including oil, minerals and scenic wonders. 
The Eagle and the Snake shown on the wood appears on the popular 

8 Real from 1824 to 1897. 


Nowhere has the HERITAGE of a country been so prominent as in 

Canada where they share a rich Franco-British culture and 

language. Canada has this year chosen Moncton, New Brunswick 

as the Numismatic Capitol of the country where they meet in 

July for there National Convention. The Half-Penny of 1843 

began New Brunswick's search for a suitable currency. The ship 
pictured on the wood symbolizes the fishing industry that flourishes 


throughout the maritimes. 
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